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Opening and Welcoming Address
OSAMU KITAMOTO, M.D., Ph.D.
CONGRESS PRESIDENT
ProfessorEmeritus andDean, University ofTokyo Medicial School, Tokyo, Japan;
Professor Emeritus, Kyorin University Medical School, Tokyo, Japan
Dr. Barile, Chairman, International Organization for Mycoplasmology, Dr.
Kumagi, President, Japanese Association of Medical Sciences and Professor
Emeritus of University of Tokyo, and Ladies and Gentlemen:
It is our great pleasure to have the Fourth International Congress of the IOM (In-
ternational Organization for Mycoplasmology) meet here in Japan and to have so
many scientists and their families coming here from various parts of the world to at-
tend the Congress with us.
First of all, I would like to extend our hearty welcome to all participants and their
families, on behalf of the Japanese Society of Mycoplasmology and the Organizing
Committee of this Congress.
Mycoplasmas are pathogenic microorganisms without a cell wall and differ from
bacteria, which contain a cell wall. They are filtrable and are the smallest, simplest
self-replicating prokaryote. This fact may be the main reason why the mycoplas-
mologists have established an international organization.
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ditis, radiculoneuritis, meningoencephalitis, bovine pleuropneumonia and mastitis,
chick pneumonia, and turkey embryo death, as well as plant diseases such as
mulberry dwarf, corn stunt disease, and pear decline disease, and they cause
troublesome contaminations of viral vaccines and cell cultures. They are, on the
other hand, a most suitable experimental cell model for basic studies on biomem-
branes, attachment to host cells, cholesterol transport, and the like.
I do not have enough time to touch upon the history of mycoplasmology.
However, I am able to recall the following outstanding scientists and their contribu-
tions. For example: E. Nocard and P.P.E. Roux- first isolation ofP.P.O. from ox
in 1898; K. Nowark-naming of Mycoplasma peripneumoniae in 1928; Z.
Inoue-the first (probably) observation of human uterine mycoplasma in 1931; E.
Klieneberger-naming of PPLO in 1935; D.G. Edward and E.A. Freundt-naming
Mycoplasma mycoides in 1956; R.M. Chanock, L. Hayflick, and M.F. Barile-the
first cultivation of a human mycoplasma pathogen in 1962; and Y. Doi-the first
discovery ofplant mycoplasmas (MIO) in 1967. We are most happy to have three of
the above-mentioned scientists here with us.
I, also, appreciate and have great respect for the efforts of Dr. Taylor-Robinson,
Dr. Bredt, and Dr. Smith, the former Congress Presidents ofIOM who were respon-
sible for the meetings held in the United Kingdom, West Germany, and the United
States of America, respectively. Now, we must deepen and broaden the field of
mycoplasmology and encourage worldwide, multidisciplinary research collabora-
tion efforts.
Finally, I, together with the Vice-Presidents of this Congress, Dr. S. Sasaki and
Dr. M. Ogata, Treasurer Dr. K. Hara, General Secretary Dr. H. Kobayashi, and
also on behalf of the Organizing Committee, would like to express our sincere
gratitude to the Board of the IOM, the Japanese Association of Medical Sciences,
Japanese Society for Bacteriology, Japanese Association for Infectious Diseases,
many supporting corporations, collaborators, and certain other individuals, for
their warm cooperative efforts and help given to us to convene the Congress and to
overcome several difficulties. We sincerely hope for a successful Congress and hope
that each of you will have a nice and pleasant stay in Japan and enjoy the various
landscapes throughout the country and the traditions of Japan. We will do our best
to make this possible.
Thank you.
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